Queensland Rail's $46 million timber bridge replacement
program on the North Coast line is progressing well, with
work on nine of 16 rail bridges between Townsville and
Cairns complete.

All nine completed bridges are located in Murray Flats
between Cardwell and Tully.

In January 2019, VEC Civil Engineering was awarded the
construction contract and completed works on the first
nine bridges over four scheduled 48 to 72-hour-closures
throughout 2019.

These works included completing pile foundation works
prior to the closures and replacing the existing timber
bridges with precast concrete piers and steel track during
the closures.
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Pre-closure works are now being undertaken in preparation
for construction works on the seven remaining bridges,
located between Cardwell and El-Arish. These works
are expected to take place over four scheduled closures
between May and October 2020.

In response to the COVID-19 situation, a closure scheduled
for April 2020 was cancelled to allow additional freight
services to travel across the state and deliver essential
goods.

The 1,435 -kilometre North Coast line — stretching
from Brisbane to Cairns - is a vital transport corridor for
Queensland, supporting 6,600 train movements every
year, including containerised freight, livestock and fresh
produce, in addition to a variety of passenger services.
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The old timber bridges required a high level of maintenance,
due to the landscape of the area, which is often subject to
conditions such as flooding.

The elimination of the old timber bridges on the North Coast
line will significantly improve the reliability of the line and
reduce required maintenance, with the old bridges being
replaced with more durable structures made of steel and
concrete.

Queensland Rail is committed to providing a safe and
reliable rail network for both freight and passenger services
and improving its infrastructure through future-proofing
initiatives such as the replacement of these timber bridges.

The project will support more than 150 jobs including steel

fabricators, precast manufacturers, quarry suppliers and
labourers.
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